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From Slavery to Freedom
Joint Passover Seder for Israelis and African Refugees in Israel

“The foreigners residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for you
were foreigners in Egypt” Leviticus 19:34

De I'esclavage a la Liberté
Seder de la Paque pour les Israélien et les réfugiés africains en Israél
“Si un étranger vient s'installer dans votre pays, ne I'exploitez pas. Traitez-le comme s'il était I'un des

vétres. Tu I'aimeras comme toi-méme: car vous avez été vous-mémes étrangers en Egypte”
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The foreigners residing among
you must be treated as your
native-born. Love them as
yourself, for you were foreigners
in Egypt. Leviticus 19:34

Thirty-six times in the Torah we
are told to remember that we
were strangers in the

Land of Egypt. Thus, we are
commanded to treat other
humans with dignity and respect,
because we were once slaves
and we remember that
degradation. This evening is a
modest expression of this
collective memory turned into
action.

How good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in
unity.

Psalm 133

In this special night we are all
“gerim”, we are all foreigners, we
all celebrate our journey from
slavery to liberation, each nation
and its own story. Each
generation is obliged not only to
remember its own Exodus, but
also to be attentive to those
among us here, and in the whole
world, that find themselves today
in a state of slavery, oppression
and suffering.
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For centuries, the Passover
Seder and the Exodus story have
been an inspiration to individuals,
groups and nations, sending a
clear message of liberation,
justice and freedom. In modern
times, the slavery of African-
Americans and their hope of
liberation were crystallized into
dozens of songs and thousands
of sermons, about the Exodus of
ancient Israelites from slavery.

Today, we join together to
celebrate the love of freedom
which is common to our human
nature. To stand together as
brothers and sisters against all
forms of slavery, oppression and
social injustice.

Together, Jews, Christians and
Muslims, Israelis, temporary and
permanent residents and
refugees from Congo, Ivory
Coast, Darfur, Eritrea, Sudan and
Senegal will sit and eat at the
same table and pray for a better
world for us and for our children.
Let us thank God for the
opportunity we have to share our
stories and work together for
healing and freedom.

Blessed are You, the Lord our
God, Sovereign of the Universe,
who has kept us alive, sustained
us, and brought us to this happy
moment in our lives.
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Four Cups

Through wine, symbol of joy, we
sanctify this special moment
which we celebrate together the
freedom of the Jewish People
and all nations.

Tonight we dedicate these four
cups of wine to four personal
stories of exodus from Egypt: of
the Jewish People, of Darfur and
South Sudan Refugees, of
refugees from Congo and
refugees from Eritrea and the
Ivory Coast.

Kadesh

Blessed are You, the Lord, Our
God, Sovereign of the Universe,
who creates the fruit of the vine.
Blessed are You, the Lord, Our
God, and Sovereign of the
Universe, Who has drawn us to
your service, and sanctified us by
Your precepts. Lovingly You have
given us festivals for happiness,
including today, the Holiday of
Matzot, the season of our
liberation, a sacred day to gather
together to commemorate the
Exodus from Egypt. For You have
called us and sanctified us with
all the nations. You have granted
us joyfully the holidays.

Blessed are You, God, who
sanctifies the people of Israel, all
the peoples of the world, and the
festivals.

Blessed are You, the Lord our
God, Sovereign of the Universe,
who has kept us alive, sustained
us, and brought us to this happy
moment in our lives.
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The three Matzah

Urchatz

Carpas — The Spring festival
One of the symbolic elements on
the Seder table is the Carpas, a
vegetable which we dip in salt
water. The salt water symbolizes
our ancestors’ tears, when they
were slaves in Egypt. Today, we
add to them the tears of all the
refugees family members, who
had to stay behind and could not
embark on their family’s journey
to freedom. The green vegetable
also symbolizes spring, the
harbinger of redemption, which
we celebrate today.

Blessed are You, Lord, our God,
King of the universe, who creates
the fruit of the earth.

Yachatz

We break the middle matzah in
two, wrapping one portion in a
napkin and hiding it.

This division reminds us of the
forced splitting of communities
and families due to
Disappearances, detentions, and
deportations of immigrants that
are carried out in the name of
public safety. Families divided in
their homelands or at the border.
The visible half becomes our
bread of affliction, lekhem oni,
the suffering of those who do not
know where their loved ones
have been taken.

The hidden half, the afikoman,
represents the horrors hidden
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from our sight: humiliating
treatment of those detained and
prevented from speaking with
their families and friends.

The disappeared are blocked
from our sight twice, physically
separated in jails, but also
wrapped in a blanket of fear of
further deportations and legal
attacks,intended to silence their
communities.

Until these parts become one
whole again, our seder cannot
truly end. Only when families and
communities are reunited, can
we claim our own freedom.

Maggid - storytelling

On Seder night we make believe
as if we all came out of Egypt,
we tell and retell the story of the
exodus. The story is passed from
father to son, mother to daughter,
from generation to generation...
Yesterday we were slaves, today
we are free.
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By Tosh, Congolese Refugee

Freedom, Freedom
Freedom is more than the
wealth

Freedom, Freedom
Freedom is more than the
money

Freedom, Freedom
Freedom is more than
everything

Kol Dichfin - Whoever is
Hungry

We invite to join our Seder table
all those who have nowhere to

celebrate the holiday. “Whoever
is hungry, let him come and eat;
whoever is in need, let him come
and conduct the Seder of
Passover.” We commit
ourselves to performing the
Mitzva of welcoming others not
only on Passover but all year.
This evening we all sit and eat
together and drink together from
four cups.

The second cup of wine

We drink to commemorate the
exodus from Egypt of the
Congolese and Ivory Coast
communities.

Blessed are You, Lord, our God,
King of the universe, who creates
the fruit of the vine.
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Ma Nishtana - The four
questions

The Seder is built around
questions that children ask their
parents about the Exodus from
Egypt. The more questions the
better.

Why is this night different from all
other nights?

On all the other nights we may
eat either leavened or
unleavened bread, but on this
night only unleavened bread.

On all the other nights we may
eat any species of herbs, but on
this night only bitter herbs.

On all the other nights we do not
dip even once, but on this night
twice.

On all the other nights we eat
and drink either tense or relaxed,
but on this night we all relax.

But these are not the only
questions we could ask. Any
question is a way in. And every
question is an act of freedom. So
let us ask new questions, our
own questions, even if we do not
yet know the answers.

The third cup of wine

We drink to commemorate the
exodus from Egypt of the
Eritrean community.

Blessed are You, Lord, our God,
King of the universe, who creates
the fruit of the vine.
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When Israel was in Egypt's
land,

Let my people go;

Oppressed so hard they could
not stand,

Let my people go!

(Chorus:)

Go down, Moses,

'Way down in Egypt's land;
Tell ol' Pharaoh,

Let my people go!

Thus says the Lord,

bold Moses said,

Let my people go;

If not I'll smite your first-born
dead;

Let my people go!

(Chorus)

No more shall they in bondage
toil,

Let my people go;

Let them come out with Egypt's
spoil,

Let my people go!

(Chorus)

We need not always weep and
mourn,

Let my people go;

And wear these slavery chains
forlorn,

Let my people go!

(Chorus)

The devil thought he had us
fast,

Let my people go;

But we thought we'd break his
chains at last,

Let my people go!

(Chorus)

Arba’a Banim - The Four
Children

The Torah speaks of four
children: one is wise, one is
wicked, one is simple, and one
does not know how to ask.
There is much rabbinic
commentary on the Four
Children (traditionally, Four
Sons) in the Seder. The Rabbis
see them as representing four
types of people. The types of
people we are will determine our
responses to human tragedies.
Today the wise, the wicked, the
simple, and the one who does
not know how to ask, ask about
Darfur:

The wise asks "What are our
responsibilities, as Jews, to the
oppressed people of Darfur?"
The wicked asks, "Why should
we care what happens to a
bunch of Muslims thousands of
miles away?”

The simple child asks, "What can
we do to help those people?"
And what shall we say to the
child who does not know how to
ask?

"Lo taamod al dam réakha" is a
Biblical commandment. "Thou
shalt not stand idly by the
shedding of the blood of thy
fellow man." The word is not
"akhikha," thy Jewish brother, but
"réakha," thy fellow human
being, be he or she Jewish or
not.

Elie Wiesel
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The fourth cup of wine

We drink to commemorate the
exodus from Egypt of the Darfur
community.

Blessed are You, Lord, our God,
King of the universe, who creates
the fruit of the vine.

Dayeinu

Every year we thank God for all
the miracles performed for us:
from the Exodus out of Egypt, to
our journey through the desert
until we entered the land of Israel
where we built a home for the
Jewish People.

What does this mean, "It would
have been enough"? Surely no
one of these alone would indeed
have been enough for us. It
means to celebrate each step
toward freedom as if it were
enough, then to start out on the
next step. It means that if we
reject each step because it is not
the whole liberation, we will
never be able to achieve the
whole liberation. It means to sing
each verse as if it were the whole
song and then sing the next
verse!
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God Bless Darfur and
Israel

Motzi Matza

Blessed are You, Lord, our God,
King of the universe, who brings
forth bread from the earth.
Blessed are You, Lord, our God,
King of the universe, who has
sanctified us with His
commandments and commanded
us concerning the eating of
Matza.

Maror - Bitterness

The Maror (bitter herbs) reminds
us that difficulties, bitterness and
suffering are all an integral part
of our struggle, and are better
than accepting inequalities.

Rabbi Levi says [the charoset] is
in memory of the apple. Rabbi
Yochanan says it is in memory of
the mortar. Abbaye said: one
therefore has to make it sharp
and make it thick, sharp in
memory of the apple and thick in
memory of the mortar. In the
Jerusalem Talmud it says that
there are those who make the
charoset in memory of the
blood...

If the charoset is to remind us of
the mortar used in the cruel task
of building the pyramids, and of
the blood spilt in this horrific
exploitation, what is the
connection with the apple? The
idea probably relates to the
rabbinic legend that in Egypt the
Hebrew women went out into the
fields with food for their men.
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There they took out mirrors and
sat together looking at their
reflections. The women would
say to the men how much better
they looked, and the men would
then argue, saying they - the
men - looked better. In this way
the women aroused the men to
love - beneath the apple trees.
The charoset thus comes to
represent the solidarity and love
which enables people to outlive
slavery and outlast tyranny. What
is its equivalent in today's world?
What does a people need to
keep going in spite of
oppression? What do refugees
need to maintain their morale far
from their homes in alien
surroundings, amidst countless
practical and emotional
difficulties? What are the
essential ingredients of this kind
of 'charoset'?

Shulchan Aruch - Bon Appétit

When the Seder is drawing to a
close, this is the time to express
hope for redemption and
freedom — to reach Jerusalem.
This is the time to dream...each
one of us of our personal
“Jerusalem”...

Happy Freedom Day
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There is something in the soul
that cries out for freedom.
There is something deep down
within the very soul of man that
reaches out for Canaan. Men
cannot be satisfied with Egypt.
They try to adjust to it for
awhile. Many men have vested
interests in Egypt, and they are
slow to leave. Egypt makes it
profitable to them; some
people profit by Egypt. The
vast majority, the masses of
people, never profit by Egypt,
and they are never content
with it. And eventually they rise
up and begin to cry out for
Canaan’s land.
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We shall overcome
We shall overcome.
We shall overcome some day!
Deep in my heart, | do believe,
We shall overcome some day.

We'll walk hand in hand..

We'll walk hand in hand..

We'll walk hand in hand some
day!

Deep in my heart, | do believe,
We'll walk hand in hand some
day!

Black and white together...
Black and white together...
Black and white together...
day!

Deep in my heart, | do believe,
Black and white together... some
day!

some

Christian, Muslim, Jew
Christian, Muslim, Jew
Christian, Muslim, Jew, Today
Deep in my heart, | do believe,
Christian, Muslim, Jew, Today

We are not afraid
We are not afraid
We are not afraid Today

Deep in my heart, | do believe,

We are not afraid Today

The people shall be free...
The people shall be free...
The people shall be free... All
days

Deep in my heart, | do believe,

The people shall be free... All
days

We shall live in peace...

We shall live in peace...

We shall live in peace... some
day

Deep in my heart, | do believe,

We shall live in peace... some
day

We shall overcome
We shall overcome.
We shall overcome some day!

Deep in my heart, | do believe,

We shall overcome some day.
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